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Abstract

The present study aimed to provide a causal model for predicting social
presence based on cognitive presence mediated by the online learning
atmosphere. Participants included 265 students of online courses of Payame
Noor universities in North Khorasan province in the academic year of 2009-
2010 who were selected by cluster random sampling method. In order to
measure the research variables, questionnaires of cognitive presence, social
presence and online learning atmosphere were used. Amos software and path
analysis method were used to evaluate the proposed model. The results
showed that, 1-According to the above findings, the proposed model in the
RMSEA index (root mean square of estimation errors) does not fit well, so the
model was modified by correlating latent variable errors and The results
showed that the final model has a good fit; 2-Cognitive presence has a direct,
positive and significant relationship with social presence; There is a direct,
positive and significant relationship between cognitive presence and online
learning and also a direct relationship between online learning atmosphere and
social presence is positive and significant; 3-In the indirect way, with the
presence of mediator variables, the relationship between cognitive presence
and social presence was still significant and the online learning atmosphere
absorbs part of the effect of cognitive presence on social presence and
mediates this relationship in part.
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