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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate the situation of blended learning in the high
school of Kohrang city. For its implementation, a mixed research method was
used. The research had two statistical populations. The first group was
scientific experts, executive experts and the second group was school
principals, teachers of the first and second secondary courses, and education
experts from the Department of Education of Kohrang. The method of
selecting participants in the qualitative part was targeted (17 people) and in
the quantitative part, stratified sampling was used (120 people). For data
collection, semi-structured interviews were used in the qualitative part, and
researcher-made questionnaires extracted from the interviews were used in the
guantitative part. The validity of the questionnaire was done using face and
content validity (0.79) and its reliability was also done using Cronbach's alpha
coefficient for strengths of 0.79; Weaknesses 0.77; Opportunities were
estimated at 0.82 and threats at 0.81. The findings showed that the most
important point of strength was quick feedback to students and the most
important point of weakness was the low level of electronic preparation of
schools. The most important opportunity has been to achieve the goals of the
education reform document as best as possible, and the most important threat
has been to reduce the level of parental supervision over children. According
to the findings of the research, the strengths outweigh the weaknesses and the
opportunities outweigh the threats, so the proposed strategy of education is
SOS (Strength-Opportunity Strategy).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Blended learning refers to the third generation of distance education
systems. As a result, blended learning is rapidly growing in both
industrial and organizational training, as well as in formal education.
More educational institutions and organizations are adopting blended
learning approaches to provide better services to their learners (Salehi,
2022).

Given that blended education is a novel teaching method, it is crucial
to conduct extensive research in this area to facilitate the effective
implementation of this educational approach. However, a
comprehensive examination of blended education in less privileged
areas has not been considered in previous research. Therefore, this
paper analyzes the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats
associated with blended learning in secondary education in Kuhrang
city. By utilizing this study and understanding blended learning through
the SWOT technique, practical strategies can be implemented. In
addition to recognizing strengths and weaknesses, being aware of
threats allows for the potentially converting of those threats into
opportunities.

Research Questions

1. What are the strengths of blended learning in the secondary education
of Kuhrang city?

2. What are the weaknesses of blended learning in the secondary
education of Kuhrang city?

3. What are the opportunities for blended learning in the secondary
education of Kuhrang city?

4. What are the threats to blended learning in the secondary education
of Kuhrang city?

5. Based on the SWOT model, what is the status of blended learning in
Kuhrang city.

Literature Review

Numerous studies have been conducted in the field of blended learning
and teaching. For example, Maghami et al. (2014) compared the impact
of three teaching methods: In-Person, Online, and Blended on the
Learning and Retention of Students in the Educational Sciences
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Program at Allameh Tabataba’i University. They concluded that
blended learning, when implemented correctly, can positively influence
learning outcomes. This serves as a significant strength for this teaching
method. Additionally, Najafi (2019), in a research titled "Comparing
the Impact of Blended and Traditional Teaching Methods on Learning,"
found that blended learning, due to its integration of the strengths of
both traditional and electronic teaching methods, along with mental
imagery, self-regulation, and self-motivation in students, can enhance
the quality of learning in terms of retaining grades compared to purely
traditional education.

Puiu (2023), in a study titled "Managing Online Education: A
Multivariate Analysis of Students' Perspectives and Challenges During
Online Classes," concluded that despite the challenges present in online
classes, students benefit from quality education because they receive
support and assistance from teachers, have access to adequate
resources, and have good facilities for internet connectivity.

Edumadze et al. (2022), in a study titled "Analyzing Blended
Teaching from the Perspectives of University Instructors in Ghana
Using the SWOT Model," found that the conditions facilitating blended
education, such as computers and internet access, are available.
However, these alone are not sufficient for executing online university
courses. Implementing online education brings numerous benefits to
the university, such as expanding distance learning programs, reducing
costs associated with physical infrastructure, and enhancing the
university's public image..

Methodology

This study is applied in nature and falls under descriptive survey
research. The statistical population consists of two groups: the first
group includes scientific experts (faculty members of Farhangian
University) and executive experts (managers, deputies, and specialists
from the General Education Administration of the province and the
Koharung city Education Department). The second group comprises
school administrators, high school teachers, and education specialists
from the Koharung city Education Department. According to inquiries
from the statistics and budget unit of the Koharung city Education
Department, their number was 150. To determine the sample size for
the first group, the saturation technique was used. Seventeen experts
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were interviewed. For determining the sample size in the second group,
the Cochran sample size formula was applied.

The sampling method for the first group was purposive sampling,
while for the second group, it was stratified random sampling. The
statistical population was divided into two strata: managers and
specialists, and teachers, with the sample proportion for each group
determined. Then, 120 individuals were randomly selected from the
prepared list. One of the tools used in this research was an interview to
prepare the questionnaire. This semi-structured interview was carried
out with scientific experts (faculty members of Farhangian University)
and executive experts (managers, deputies, specialists from the General
Education Administration, and the Koharung Education Department)
and aimed to gather information about the strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities, and threats facing blended education, with the outputs of
this interview forming the items of the questionnaire.

To collect data, a researcher-made questionnaire was utilized. This
questionnaire included 45 items with close-ended responses and was
structured in a five-point Likert scale across the dimensions of
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats. For assessing the
validity of the questionnaire, both face and content validity were
employed. In evaluating face validity, after the questionnaire was
prepared, it was shared with the supervisor and several experts along
with the research objectives, and their corrective comments were
incorporated. For estimating the content validity ratio, the questionnaire
was given to 20 experts to complete, and the validity was calculated
afterward. Since the coefficients for all items in the questionnaire were
above 0.79, the questionnaire is considered to have adequate validity.
The questionnaire has the necessary validity. After confirming its
validity, the mentioned questionnaire was conducted in a preliminary
study on 30 individuals from the community, and its reliability was
estimated using Cronbach's alpha formula. The reliability coefficient of
the questionnaire is 0.8.

For data analysis at the descriptive statistics level, frequency
percentages and means were used. At the inferential level, the Friedman
ranking test was employed to answer the research questions.

Conclusion
The research results showed that blended learning in the Koharang
education system is strategically positioned in the strengths-
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opportunities strategies quadrant. In this technique, after identifying the
internal and external factors in the area, the strengths, weaknesses,
threats, and opportunities have been assessed. Eleven internal strengths
were examined against 13 internal weaknesses, as well as nine external
opportunities against 12 external threats. In other words, 20 advantages
were identified compared to 25 limitations in blended learning at the
secondary level in Kuhrang city.

This state is the most desirable and suitable for it, meaning that while
the organization possesses reliable strengths and capabilities, it is also
faced with valuable opportunities in its interactive and contextual
environment. Therefore, these types of strategies illustrate how the
existing capabilities of the organization can be utilized to maximize the
benefits of favorable environmental opportunities.
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