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ABSTRACT

The present study investigated the effect of discourse analysis of literary works
along with drama on learning socio-cognitive and meta-cognitive patterns in
literary works on students' academic achievement in English literature classes.
The research question is about the effect of these patterns on discourse analysis of
plays Hamlet the Machine by Heiner Muller and Laughter in the Moment by
Newell Coward, which includes the need to express individual differences,
confront the symbolic, recognize the position of power in speech, and use of
norm-breaking language in discourse. The participants were male and female
English translation students who were divided into two equal control and
experimental groups by systematic randomization. The research instrument was
a pre-test of reading comprehension of these two plays, and during 15 teaching
sessions, the experimental group learned discourse analysis and reading
comprehension along with the film, while the control group was taught normally
with the reading and comprehension method. After the teaching sessions, the two
control and experimental groups were compared using descriptive and inferential
statistics in terms of discourse analysis. The results showed that the experimental
group made significant progress compared to the control group. Therefore,
analyzing the discourse of the show in the classroom allows learners to become
more familiar with the underlying layers of the target language and culture.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The use of discourse analysis in teaching literary and dramatic works
of English language and literature is important because, in addition to
everyday conversations, it places the learner in a real situation and
familiarizes him with the metaphorical layers of language, which leads
to the advancement of learning and the improvement of the quality of
education. The use of English drama in various forms such as watching
and discussing the work or consciously repeating some parts as
dialogues can increase learners' recognition and self-awareness of

learning the target language .

Therefore, creating an opportunity for discourse production is only one
of the positive effects of the drama teaching method, because another
aspect is the connection between dialogues and the structure of the
drama with the mindset and understanding of the target culture on the
part of the learner, which strengthens motivation and self-regulation in
learning. The aim of the present study is to investigate the effect of
dramatic literature and visual discourse on learners' comprehension.
What is important in the present study is to examine the patterns of
social learning in the textual and hypertextual discourse of selected
plays. In other words, the use of dramatic literature in teaching English
that familiarizes learners with patterns in the text and hypertext that can

be used in the English teaching strategy .

The present article seeks to examine the relationship between the use of
the drama-based teaching method and the learning of social patterns in
selected works.

Research Question
To what extent is visual discourse of dramatic literature effective in
learners’ understanding and comprehension of literary texts?

Literature Review

Reading comprehension needs the stages of observation, experience,
learner personality, attention, memorization, reproduction, and
motivation in learning, as experiences can be transmitted in various
ways such as personal observations, symbolic observations, or hearing
from others. From this perspective, the educational environment is very
important for learners because organizing education, self-learning, and
self-assessment find meaning in learning conditions. The use of
discourse analysis may identify social learning patterns of the texts. In
fact, literary discourse analysis can be a form of language use and
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dramatic movements that plays the role of a discourse pattern in
temporal, spatial, social, cultural, and political conditions. The purpose
of discourse analysis is to identify patterns that can help learners
analyze and understand literary texts.

Methodology

The research method was semi-experimental and single-test. The
participants were male and female English translation students who had
completed introductory literature courses 1 and 2 and were
homogeneous. From among them, 106 students who scored above one
standard deviation from the mean were selected and divided into two
equal control and experimental groups by systematic random method.
During 15 intervention sessions, the experimental group learned
discourse analysis of literary works and learning socio-cognitive
patterns, while the control group was taught normally with the reading
and comprehension method. At the end of the training period, a reading
and comprehension sufficiency test was designed with 50 questions
from the two plays that were taught via dramatic literary movies.
Finally, after the treatment sessions, a posttest was given to the
participants to compare their reading comprehension of the two literary
texts.

Results

In response to the research question, results show that there was a
significant difference between the groups. The experimental group
significantly performed in the components of motivation, creating
awareness, concentration and reflection. However, the awareness-
building component, which does not show a significant difference. In
sum, teaching literature along with film can play an effective role in
students' understanding of English literature courses. This is especially
successful when it is accompanied by discourse analysis. Analytical
teaching with regard to the discourse of both plays showed that students'
understanding and comprehension of the film by seeing the scenes and
the teacher's analysis of the events within the play can increase students'
understanding and comprehension.

Discussion

The analysis of the hypertextual discourse in Hamlet the Machine also
emphasizes recognition and the effort to create self-awareness in the
audience. In this play, the boundary between the stage and the audience
is destroyed so that the audience or language learner feels present in the
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play scene and free from any kind of domination to redefine their
conditions and situation .

Metatextual discourse analysis in the play Laughter in the Moment also
shows the existence of protest and critical concepts behind exaggerated
and stereotypical dramatic gestures. The characters perform their

dialogues in such a way that the audience notices the contradiction in
the play's discourse.

Conclusion

Dramatic literature can be used as a tool to observe the process of
language production by speakers in the dramatic literature environment,
This language acquisition will be accompanied by learning social
patterns and discourse analysis, and from the perspective of language
teaching in an applied and educational way, it should be considered by
future researchers. In future research, the impact of dramatic literature
on teaching other language skills such as writing, speaking, etc. can be
explored.
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