8(30), 2025, 143-180

elSSN: 2476-3861

Received in revised form February 20, 2025

Published Online January 10, 2026 Accepted April 06, 2025

Received January 06, 2024

ISSN: 2476-3183

Article Type: Research Article

Educational Technologies in Learning ATU
https://jti.atu.ac.ir/ DpMd PRESS

Designing and Validating the Model of Media Literacy
Education in the Second Course of Primary School

PhD student in educational technology, Allameh
. . Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail:
Esmaeil aslani aslanii1989@gmail.com

http://orcid.org/

Professor, Department of Educational Technology,

. B . Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail:
Esmaeil zaraii zavaraki ezaraii@yahoo.com

http://orcid.org/

Professor, Department of Educational Technology,

Mohammadreza Nili Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail:
Ahmadabadi nili@atu.ac.ir

http://orcid.org/

Professor, Department of Assessment and

. Measurement, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran,
Ali Delavar Iran. E-mail: delavar@atu.ac.ir

http://orcid.org/

ABSTRACT

Media literacy does not arise spontaneously in individuals; it becomes
possible through a coherent educational system. The aim of the present study
was to identify the components of media literacy education in the second stage
of primary school and to examine its internal validation. The research method
employed was a mixed exploratory design. In the qualitative phase, inductive
content analysis was used to develop an educational design model, while in
the quantitative phase, a survey method was applied to obtain internal
validation from experts. The statistical population in the qualitative phase
consisted of written documents and sources, whereas in the quantitative phase
it included experts in the fields of media and educational design. Sampling in
both phases was purposeful. In the qualitative phase, 61 documents most
relevant to the study’s objectives were analyzed, and in the quantitative phase,
12 experts in media and educational technology participated. Based on the
content analysis, five main categories were identified, and a conceptual model
of media literacy education was developed. These categories include: media
literacy domains, exploratory community formation, presence factor, media
literacy skills, and educational evaluation. The results of internal validation,
according to experts’ opinions, indicated that the proposed media literacy
education model possesses desirable internal validity and demonstrates the
necessary effectiveness.

Keywords: Media literacy, Media literacy education model, Educational
design, The second course of elementary school.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
As digital technologies continue to influence teaching, learning, and
research, schools and universities are developing and expanding media
literacy programs to ensure that students not only use digital tools but
also critically consume and produce a variety of content (Feerrar, 2019).
Over the past decades, researchers have taken steps to address emerging
educational needs, and media literacy education programs have evolved
into different forms depending on the subject area, theoretical
perspective, or level of the education system to which they belong.
Various definitions of media literacy have been proposed
internationally (Cramer, 2015; Fedorov & Camarero, 2016; Potter,
2010, 2013). Despite differences in these definitions, common ground
can be identified. A widely accepted definition—endorsed by the
National Media Literacy Leadership Conference, the National
Association for Media Literacy Education (2020, 2023), and the Center
for Media Literacy (2002)—states that media literacy encompasses a
set of competencies related to accessing, analyzing, evaluating, and
communicating messages (Schmidt, 2013).
Research Question(s)
1. What are the main components of a media literacy education model
for second course of elementary students?
2. What is the internal validity of the proposed media literacy education
model for second course of elementary students?
Literature Review
Most studies and research in the field of media literacy in Iran have
been conducted to measure the level and status of media literacy across
various segments of Iranian society (Nematifar, Bagherzadeh, &
Kazemi, 2018; Asadi & Mirbakhsh, 2019; Mousavi, 2013;
Khodaverdizadeh, 2011; Shahin, 2011; Iranpour, 2010). In these
studies, researchers primarily examined the level of media literacy
among different groups in society.

Another set of studies in this field has focused on the impact of media
literacy on various aspects of life, including the effectiveness of media
literacy training on students’ critical thinking skills (Kermanshabhi,
Ezzeddin, & Badli, 2015) and the role of critical thinking and media
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literacy training in interpreting messages (Delavar & Shahhosseini,
2015). Some comparative studies have also been conducted.

A number of studies have addressed the development of media
literacy curricula. For instance, Ansari, Yousefzadeh, & Saraji (2010)
and Eidi Najafabadi, Saadatmand, & Keshtiyar (2014) designed media
literacy curriculum models for elementary school. Media literacy
curricula have also been developed for other academic levels. For
example, Mohibzadeh (2010), in his doctoral dissertation, designed and
validated a media literacy curriculum model with an emphasis on
cyberspace for first-year secondary school students. At the postgraduate
level, Golkari, Ayati, Rostami Nejad, & Taghizadeh (2012) and Rahbar,
Imam Jomeh, Hosseini Dehshiri, & Osare (2012) designed media
literacy curriculum models for student teachers.

Some studies in the field of media literacy have examined and
proposed training models. The most relevant research in this area was
conducted by Ansari, Yousefzadeh, & Saraji (2019), who presented a
media literacy training model for second-grade elementary school
students based on the principles of PBC. In this study, the media literacy
model of Chen et al. (2018) was adopted as the foundation, and the PBC
principles—which include rationality as an organizing factor, education
as a research process, the classroom as a research community, and self-
conscious thinking—were integrated into it.

Methodology

The research method employed in this study was mixed. In the
qualitative phase, the inductive qualitative content analysis method was
applied. First, a qualitative content analysis was conducted using an
inductive approach to examine theoretical foundations, models, and the
media literacy framework. Based on the results, a preliminary model
was developed. This preliminary model was then presented to
supervisors, consultants, and experts in the fields of media and
educational technology, and the necessary revisions were made.

Subsequently, an internal validation questionnaire for the model was
designed. After its validity was confirmed, the questionnaire was
distributed to additional experts. In fact, following the qualitative stage
to identify the components of the model, a quantitative descriptive-
survey method (frequency and percentage) along with a one-sample t-
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test was employed by experts to evaluate the model and determine its
internal validity. According to the results, minor revisions were made
to the model.

Conclusion

The results of this study indicate that the media literacy education
model should encompass different areas of media literacy. It was
concluded that media literacy education is not one-dimensional; rather,
it requires diversity and heterogeneity, including cognitive, aesthetic,
personal, social, and cultural dimensions. For example, in the cultural
dimension, the ability to understand and participate in a given culture
must be strengthened. Media literacy skills can be used as a means of
familiarizing oneself with different cultures and analyzing their signs
and symbols. Cultural literacy can also be taught to students through
group discussions on cultural issues, encouraging them to express their
views and provide criticism and feedback.

This study also proposes the exploratory community as a learning
method within the model, which is based on interaction, experience,
discovery, and critique. The exploratory community and media literacy
are two interconnected and complementary concepts that can enhance
the learning process and contribute to students’ personal development.
According to Grayson et al. (2010), within the exploratory community,
three main types of presence—social presence, cognitive presence, and
teaching presence—create a blended learning framework. Furthermore,
the introduction of the media literacy education model identified seven
skills that work together in a spiral of empowerment, supporting
learners’ active participation in lifelong learning through the processes
of accessing and creating messages.

In this model, instead of following a linear and predetermined path,
emphasis is placed on exploration and the sharing of experiences in the
process of knowledge construction. It is more appropriate to
conceptualize media literacy as a continuum within the education
system. Another feature of this model is its comprehensiveness, as it
incorporates the key elements and components required in an
educational design program across different areas of media literacy. In
designing this model, both international experiences and national
history related to educational models and learning environments were
taken into account.
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The features of the model presented in this article demonstrate the
necessary diversity across dimensions of media literacy, skills, media,
methods, content, and evaluation approaches. It is recommended to
create a safe and open space for communication between students and
teachers regarding their experiences and perspectives on media. In
addition, to ensure effective implementation of this model, appropriate
training should be provided to teachers and administrators within the
education system. Such training can be delivered through teacher
training courses, university programs, and both pre-service and in-
service training. Finally, the authors emphasize that teaching basic
media literacy skills should begin at the earliest levels of education.
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